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The Magical Wines of Movia: Everything
from Ales to Zak-Zak

 

A Note from Sergio

 
I've known Ales Kristancic longer than I want to admit, and so I can
say with certainty that there is no one like him. He's a former
champion ballroom dancer, a longtime resident of the border -
straddling Brda, a fierce adherent of biodynamic practices both for his
vineyards at Movia and for himself, and a man who despite already
having at least four languages at his disposal finds that's not enough
and makes up his own ("Zak-zak" is one of his favorite expressions,
encompassing exclamations of surprise or explanations of causality).
He's the kind of guy who gets up at seven, drinks a couple of liters of
water before breakfast (he believes that's one of the keys to his
exceptional good health), tends his vineyards, throws a dinner party,
dances until the wee hours of the morning, and gets up the next day
and does it all again - and again the day after that.
 
Ales has been called a magician, a madman, and a mystic. All of
these terms are correct. Ales is completely unpredictable, a
philosopher-poet with the tinkling bells of a jester, and his wines
reflect his spontaneity, his vitality, and his complete disregard for rules
other than the ones he's chosen for himself. In this cookie-cutter world
where people everywhere wear Nike shirts and Levis jeans and eat
burgers and drink Coca-Cola, this kind of idiosyncrasy is often
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disparaged. What people can't understand they often put down. This is
just sad. Unpredictability like Ales's should be celebrated for its ability
to remind us that life itself is magical. 
 

Wine should be an embodiment of the place it came from and a
reflection of the human who made it. Movia's wines are. They are as
exciting, unpredictable and ebulliently authentic as Ales, and for these
reasons, Movia's wines are thrilling, surprising, and not a little
magical. Excitement is what you expect from Movia, it's what you pay
for, and it's what makes you cherish the wines so much. 
 

Ales, not surprisingly, makes wines that often go against type. His
whirlwind sparkling wines, Puro, come with their yeast plug
undisgorged so that you have to open them underwater - all the better
to retain both their vitality and Ales's showman flair. His minty
Sauvignon Blanc, his orange-blossom Pinot Grigio, his kaleidoscopic
Ribolla Gialla - all of these are wines that will make you rethink
everything you thought you knew about these grape varietals, but only
for a moment; you'll be too busy pouring yourself another glass. 
 

This week I'm really happy to bring you a generous collection of wines
from Movia. Every bottle holds a bit of Ales's spirit, and trust a man
who knows him, this is a good thing. Share one of these wines with a
person who dances through life - or one who doesn't but should.
There's no way a bottle of Movia won't put a spring in your step.
 
My Best,   

 

 P.S. You can now follow me on Twitter: @Italian_Wine_SE.      

FEATURED WINE

Sparkling Wines
Movia Puro (Blanc de Blancs) 2003 $52.99*
Movia Puro Rosé 2003 $54.99^

Movia Puro Rosé 2004 $54.99**      
 

White Wines
Quattro Mani Toh-Kai 2010 $12.74*

Movia Ribolla 2008 $29.99   
Movia Pinot Grigio 2008 $30.99*

Movia Sauvignon 2009 $34.86
Movia Veliko Bianco 2006 $39.60
Movia Lunar Chardonnay 2008 $44.50**

Movia Lunar Ribolla 2007 $44.50
Movia Lunar Ribolla 2008 $44.50**

Red Wines 

Movia Cabernet Sauvignon 2004 $39.99*
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Movia Pinot Nero 2003 $44.99
Movia Pinot Nero 2005 $44.55

Movia Veliko Rosso 2004 $56.10    

^Limited Quantity

*Arrival Late September

**Arrival December 

 
 

Movia Cabernet Sauvignon 
Before he gave his life over to his vines, Ales Kristancic was a
champion ballroom dancer, and his Cabernet Sauvignon embodies

the grace, muscularity and winsomeness of that sport. Berries,
cherries, sultana raisins and spice rest atop a bed of spice and

earth, but for all that fruity density, this wine is still light on its toes,
sprightly with acidity, and possessing an elegant backbone. 

Movia Lunar Chardonnay 

Pellucid and fresh, juicy and mouth-watering, energetic and kinetic,
Movia's Chardonnay will make you feel as if you're twirling on a
Fruilian mountain top. Lemon zest, cucumber, fresh green apple, a

touch of sage and a clear shot of minerality work in concert to
make Movia's Chardonnay a singular experience. 

Movia Lunar Ribolla 

This 100-percent Ribolla wine has a vitality, a robustness, and an
aliveness that mirrors its maker. It might be the fact that it's bottled

without fining or filtration at the height of the full moon, or it might
be merely Movia magic, but Lunar is an age-worthy beauty. Fresh

as summer rain, struck by acidity and minerality, and showcasing a

mélange of nearly indescribably notes -citrus, peach, fennel,
cardamom, to name a few - Lunar will make a convert out of you. 

Movia Pinot Grigio 
Movia's of version Pinot Grigio gives the grape a gorgeous, three-

dimensional texture. This full-bodied white delivers generous lychee

and pineapple, acacia honey, a shock of minerality, and a crème

brûlée creaminess. Like a gorgeous blonde with a Ph.D. in
astrophysics, Movia's Pinot Grigio is a white wine of mind-blowing

beautiful complexity and depth. 

Movia Pinot Nero 
Movia's 100% Pinot Nero is as unusual, pure and fresh an

expression as one might expect. Taut, lean, and muscular, Movia's

Pinot dances across the palate in a swirl of crushed red fruit,
spunky acidity and wafting spice. This is a wine whose seductive

complexity becomes even yet more apparent with aeration. 

Movia Puro (Blanc de Blancs)  



This all-Chardonnay sparkler has the elegance and vitality of Ginger

Rogers-it's pure sophistication with an energetic edge. Crisp,

mineral-laden and undeniably festive, this sparkler is in very limited
production and thus hard to find - and like all of Movia's Puros, it

must be opened under water. Pop the cork and be prepared to be

bewitched, though not bothered or bewildered.

Movia Puro Rosé 

Made from Pinot Nero, Ribolla and Pinot Grigio, Movia Puro Rosé

is a showstopper that requires a showman's flair-winemaker Ales
Kristancic prefers to bottle his wine with its yeast undisgorged, so

this bottle must be opened under water. Pale salmon in color, the

wine's delicate scents of raspberries and mushrooms balance with a

rustic elegance and weighty complexity. Embrace the spectacle to
enjoy the most lively, exciting sparkler you've ever tasted. 

Movia Ribolla 
Like an exquisite apple tarte tatine, Movia's Ribolla provides a feast

for the senses and a satisfying, even comforting, experience. Tart

apples, caramel, toasted brioche, a hint of nuts and a dash of spice

comprise the flavor profile, but it's this wine's delightful aromatics
and zesty acidity that really make it shine. An exuberant, charming

white with personality that serves as a perfect companion for dinner

or aperitivi. 

Movia Sauvignon Blanc 

Dense, voluptuous and silky, Movia's Sauvignon Blanc flows like

silk brocade across your palate. Lilacs, mint, basil and orange
flower hit the nose, while the palate is pleasured with grapefruit,

pineapple and a touch of toffee. Ripe, spicy, balanced and

gorgeous, this wine recalibrates everything you thought you knew

about Sauvignon Blanc. 

Movia Veliko Bianco 

A delicious, round wine with structure for years, stunning aromatics,

and a gorgeous acidity, the Veliko Bianco is a blend of Pinot
Grigio, Sauvignon Blanc and Ribolla. Buried underground in a cask

for over a year, the Veliko possesses a seductive oxidation; its

deep gold color will entrance you, but its indescribably creamy
palate redolent of peach pie a la mode, nutmeg and marzipan will

make you fall in love. 

Movia Veliko Rosso 
The Veliko Rosso (Rdece in Slovenian) translates to "Big Red" and

is a blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, and Pinot Nero. Like a

boxer, this wine has a shapely, toned body that cuts a lean figure,

charged with an acidity that is almost racy. A wine that floats like a
butterfly and stings like a bee, it's a fantastic introduction to Friulian

reds in general and Movia in specific. 



Quattro Mani Toh-Kai 

The name Quattro Mani, a joint venture of four producers,

translates to "four hands," but the hands of Movia's Ales Kristancic

are most visible in this complex, mesmerizing Toh-Kai, the name
the estate gives to its Tocai Friulano. It's no prestidigitation: the

palate in this wine is almost kaleidoscopic, shifting seamlessly

through green tea, almonds, cut grass, lime, kiwi, mint, green apple,

fig and kumquat. It's a dizzying cavalcade made even more
scrumptious by the cheery acidity.
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